THE PASTOR’S ESSENTIALS®

OUR LIVES IN THE BIBLE - THE BIBLE IN OUR LIVES

13 "ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE. FOR WIDE IS THE GATE AND BROAD IS THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY ENTER
THROUGH IT. 4 BUT SMALL IS THE GATE AND NARROW THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO LIFE, AND ONLY A FEW FIND IT.
MATTHEW 7:13-14

es-sen-tials (i-sén'sholz) — noun — those things that are necessary
and basic to life. In biochemistry essentials are substances that are
required for normal functioning but cannot be synthesized by the
body and therefore must be included in the diet. Essentials are those
things that are fundamental to the spiritual health of the professing
Christian.

Acts of the Apostles
A BIBLE STUDY

SESSION SIXTEEN

Acts 23:23-26:32
Questions for Session Sixteen

1. Who is protecting Paul, and why is he offering this protection? From what faction is
he protecting Paul? How is he protecting Paul?

2. When they arrived at Caesarea, what was the outcome? Did Paul get the protection
that was desired? Where did they house Paul until his accusers arrived?

3. Who opposed Paul—as if he were the prosecutor in the case—in front of Felix? What
was his opening statement? What was Paul accused of being/doing/permitting?
What was the name of the sect Paul was leading?

Dr. Bob Kirby | 302.588.7878 | drbobkirby@gmail.com
Copyright © - Robert Wingfield Kirby III, D.Min. - 2026

1



THE PASTOR’S ESSENTIALS®

OUR LIVES IN THE BIBLE - THE BIBLE IN OUR LIVES

13 "ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE. FOR WIDE IS THE GATE AND BROAD IS THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY ENTER
THROUGH IT. 4 BUT SMALL IS THE GATE AND NARROW THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO LIFE, AND ONLY A FEW FIND IT.
MATTHEW 7:13-14

4. How did Paul open his own argument? What line did he pursue after his opening
argument? How did he witness to his faith in the crucifixion and resurrection of
Christ?

5. How did Felix respond to Paul’s teaching, after he had come to him? How do we often
respond to God’s message? When is it convenient for us to respond to God?

6. How long had Paul been imprisoned, when Festus came on the scene? To what city
did the Jewish leaders want Paul transferred? What was Paul’s response?

7. How serious were the charges when Paul was brought before Agrippa? Detail Paul’s
defense in front of the King. How can we learn to share our faith with others?

8. As Paul shared his story with the King how did he begin his defense? What impact do
you suppose Paul had on those listening to his presentation of the Good News?
Was this a smart way for Paul to defend himself?
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