
THE PASTOR’S ESSENTIALS© 

O U R  L I V E S  I N  T H E  B I B L E   -   T H E  B I B L E  I N  O U R  L I V E S  

13 "ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE.  FOR WIDE IS THE GATE AND BROAD IS THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO DESTRUCTION, AND MANY ENTER 

THROUGH IT.  14 BUT SMALL IS THE GATE AND NARROW THE ROAD THAT LEADS TO LIFE, AND ONLY A FEW FIND IT. 
MATTHEW 7:13-14  
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es-sen-tials (ĭ-sěn'shəlz) – noun – those things that are necessary 

and basic to life.  In biochemistry essentials are substances that are 

required for normal functioning but cannot be synthesized by the 

body and therefore must be included in the diet.  Essentials are those 

things that are fundamental to the spiritual health of the professing 

Christian. 
 

Acts of the Apostles 
A BIBLE STUDY 

 
SESSION NINE 

 
Acts 11:19-12:24 
 
Questions for Session Nine 
 
1. In a prior lesson we read/learned that the early Christians had been scattered after the 

martyr of Stephen.  In what cities did they show up?  With whom did they share 
the good news of Jesus Christ? 

 
 
 
 
2. Once news of the success of the scattered Christians sharing the gospel reached the 

Church at Jerusalem, who was sent out to them?  Why was he sent?  Where did 
he finally go?  Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the most common title for persons who are followers of Christ?  Where did 

this first develop?  Who was one of the persons responsible for the success of this 
early movement? 
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4. Find the details of the famine.  How did the other churches in the outlying areas help 
those persons who were suffering?  What part did Paul play in this?  Where did 
Paul get his funding? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. Why was Peter imprisoned?  What happened to one of the sons of Zebedee?  Explain 

Peter’s imprisonment in some detail and tell the story of Peter’s escape. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Where did Peter go after his miraculous escape from prison?  How was he received by 

the people there?  Explain their doubt. 
 
 
 
 
 
7. After Peter’s escape from prison was anyone really surprised?  Had he been lightly 

guarded?  What happened to the guards who were responsible for him the night 
he escaped? 

 
 
 
 
 
8. How has God approached you in your life, the way the angel of the LORD approached 

Peter as he lay chained between two guards?  In what way has God cleared a path 
for you to do the work for which you were intended?  What have you noticed so 
far regarding the outcome? 
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9. What can you learn about Herod Agrippa from sources other than our Scripture?  
What happened to him? 

 
 
 
 
 
10. In v. 24, how did God show the early Christian movement that in their obedience, 

they were being successful?  Were they being faithful?  Was God blessing their 
faithfulness? 
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